8TH GRADE INDEPENDENT STUDY – 
"Famous Dead People" (FDP)
I.
Topic: 

You may choose any person of great interest as long as:






1.  The person is currently dead





2.  The person made great contributions to Earth/society 






3.  Sufficient information can be found in multiple source types





4.  The person is approved as a subject by your IS Advisor 
II.
Products:

You will write a 5-7 page typed paper and participate in an in-




class "meeting of the FDPs" roundtable discussion with a small 




group of your peers.  








III.
Sources:

Use a variety of at least ten total sources from at least five





different source types (note “expert” required).  Source types include:


1.
Magazines/journals

6.
Experts (required)

2.
Print Encyclopedia (only 1)
7.
Newspapers/pamphlets/newsletters

3.
Books



8.
Wikipedia/other online encyclopedia (only 1)

4.
Films/television shows
9.
Internet sites

5.
Almanacs


10.
Other approved sources

IV.
Research:

Twenty data cards (or equivalent) are required weekly for 





three weeks.  That’s 60 total cards.
V.
Required (Graded) Elements:

· Final paper including the  following:






- Introduction  





- Body





- 






- Conclusion











- Bibliography (not included in total pages due)

- Total (5-7 pages, 12 pt. TNR, separate Bibliography)
· List of 10 prepared questions about your FDP for the moderator
· Appropriate costume and demeanor showing effort/creativity
· Prepared opening remarks;  can be the paper introduction
· Ability to interact with others in your "meeting of the FDPs"

VI.
Important Due Dates (all deadlines on Wednesdays):


1.
________
Choose FDP, write six facts you know & six questions you have 

2.
________
First Data Check


3.
________
Second Data Check

4.
________
Third Data Check


5.
________
First Draft Complete


6.
________
Final Error-Free Paper Due with Bibliography 
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