February 29, 2008 (Leap Year Day)

From: 

Mr. Scot

To:  

Humanities/Literature/Seminar 8 Students, Room 114
Title: 

"Absolutely True Diaries from the Halls of Jefferson Middle School"--A 

multi-media collection from the 2008 8th Grade Class of Room 114)
Due Date:  
Public reading/showing on Tuesday, March 18th

Assignment:
Create an original "true" story of daily life at JMS via one of the media 

forms listed below.  You can work by yourself, or in teams of up to three 

(note asterisks below).  Selections do not have to be in the exact style of 

Sherman Alexie/Ellen Forney, but should certainly be influenced by the 

reading/viewing of Absolutely….

Note:  

Involvement of others in visual forms (e.g. movies, must include their 


written consent)

You Will Be Graded On:

40%: 
Quality of original story (creativity, originality, evidence of


work invested)
30%:  
Publication-readiness (error-free, well-rehearsed, polished)
30%:  
Making deadlines and other requirements, such as length

Assignment Choices (others may be negotiated):  
· Written story of 1,000 - 1,500 words

· *Film of 2-3 minute duration 
· Graphic short-story of 15-25 panels

· Portfolio of 25-50 photographs telling a story

· Stand-up comedy act of 1.5 - 3 minute duration

· *Spoken word piece of 2 - 3 minute duration

· Series of 3 - 5 sculptures portraying scenes/character from an original story 

· Flash (other computer software) illustrated story of 2 - 3 minute duration

· An original musical selection of 2 -3 minute duration
· *A theatrical scene of  2 - 3 minute duration

· No mimes!  Mimes or the mere mention of the "art" of mime prohibited
· A ballet or other dance of  1.5 - 3 minute duration (must include "story")
· A prepared "Soap-Box" rant of 2 -3 minute duration on issues brought up by both JMS and the Alexie/Forney book
* Assignments eligible for teaming
