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A PUBLIC DEBATE:  SHOULD VOTERS CHOOSE HEATHER WILSON OR PATRICIA MADRID?
“TICKET”
1.
In-Class:  
Participate with your Seminar Group to do three things:  1. Come up with a list of five questions to ask the “candidates” and determine the two best questions to use at the debate;  2. Design a 60-second video campaign ad for a candidate in any New Mexico Election 2006 race;  3.  Perform this 60-second “spot” live before the class and “studio” camera.  
2.
Homework:  
Conduct a short interview with one/both of your parents on the Wilson/Madrid race.  Ask them whether they plan to vote, and if voting, whether they will vote for Madrid or Wilson.  Probe further by asking them for reasons why they are choosing their candidate in this race or to not vote.  Keep in mind that some people are reluctant to share such information.  If your parents feel this way, continue the interview by asking them for reasons they feel disclosing voting preference isn’t acceptable.  Type up a transcript of the interview into a one-page single-spaced Q & A report.  Be sure to put both your name and your interviewee’s name on the paper.
Type the interview in this format:

Q:
Hello Mr/Ms. Parent, will you be voting in this year’s election?

A:

(Note:  If you can get your parents to type up their answers to your questions…more power to you)
3.
Directions:  
Attach interview to this "ticket", which will be collected on Thursday.  Those without a complete ticket will not be allowed to attend the debate on Friday.

Election 2006 and New Mexico House District #1 (NM-1):  Why is This Important?
· Legislative Branch:
House of Representatives (Elections every 2 years) and Senate (Every 6 years)
· As you probably know, a bill becomes law when passed by both House & Senate and signed by President.  

· Republicans have controlled the House of Representatives since 1994.  

· Republicans have controlled both House and Senate since 2002.

· Right now, Republicans hold 230 House seats, and Democrats 202 seats (three are vacant).  
· Democrats need to pick up 16 additional seats to take control: (giving them 218 v. 217 for Republicans)

· Incumbents have won House of Representatives races over 90% of the time in recent House races.
· In Election 2006 (a “mid-term”), out of 435 races only 15 are considered as “Toss Ups”.  
· NM-1 is one of these “Toss Ups”.
Patricia Madrid:  Democratic candidate, currently NM Attorney General

Heather Wilson:  Incumbent & Republican candidate, has held office since 1998 (four two-year terms)
VOCABULARY
1.
Resolution:  (e.g.:  Resolved:  NM-1 voters should choose Heather Wilson over Patricia Madrid) 
2.
Affirmative/Negative (a.k.a. “Pro/Con”)
3. 
Constructive/Rebuttal:  
4.
Opening/Closing Statements:  
OFFICIAL DEBATE SCORE SHEET
Resolved:  Halloween celebrations should be diminished or completely eliminated

One Point Per Point Made (mark through points that are successfully rebutted)

Two Points For “Killer” Points Made  WRITTEN IN ALL CAPS (again, mark through if successfully rebutted)
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